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ove you, the rocks and soil under

ur feet, and all living things around
you make up your ecosystem. Living
- things in an ecosystem depend on
each other and on the nonliving
things around them. Animals, for
example, depend on plants for food
and for the oxygen plants make.

Do plants depend on animals? In
Chapter 11 you will learn how animals
provide materials needed for the
plants to grow. How does this plant
depend on animals?

In Chapter 11 you will have many
opportunities to read diagrams for
information.
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Living Things
and Their
Environment

WHY IT MATTERS w il
hat do you need in order to survive?

 Both living and Your answers could include food, water, the
right temperature, and a place to live.

What kinds of things do the animals and
plants shown here need to survive? Where

do you think they get these things?

SCIENCE WORDS

ecosystem all the living and
nonliving things in an area inter-
acting with each other

wyroTHESIZE How do living things interact
with each other and their environment?
What do living things need in order
to survive? Write a hypothesis in
your Science Journal. How would
you design a special environ-
@8 ment to test your ideas?

ecology the study of how living
things and their environment
: -vg interact

abiotic factor anonliving
part of an ecosystem

biotic factor a living
part of an ecosystem

population all the organ-
isms of one species that live in
an area at the same time

community all the populations
living in an area

habitat the area in which an
organism lives

niche the role an organism has in
its ecosystem




